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THE TASK WAS А TREMENDOUS ONE! IT TOOK ALMOST FORTY-FIVE YEARS ТО BUILD THE SHIP! WHEN ІТ МАЗ 
COMPLETED, ІТ TOWERED MORE THAN 7ЖО M/LES *ABOV E THE PARCHED SANDS OF THE PROVINCE ОҒ NEW 
МЕХ!СО "5 BADLANDS’ THIS DESOLATE SPOT IN THE STATE OF NORTH AMERICA WAS THE ONLY YNPOPULATED 
AREA IN THE ENTIRE UNITED STATES OF EARTH LARGE ENOUGH TO PERMIT ITS LAUNCHING! THE SHIP POINTED 
SKYWARD LIKE SOME GIGANTIC SKYSCRAPER, GLEAMING IN THE HOT DESERT SUN! DOWN BELOW THE SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE PEOPLE THAT HAD LUCKILY BEEN CHOSEN FOR THE TRIP BEGAN TO BOARD IT.. 


ATTENTION ALL PASSENGERS! WHEN YOU HAVE 
STOWED YOUR PERSONAL BELONGINGS IN YOUR RESPECTIVE 
LIVING QUARTERS, REPORT TO THE AUDITORIUM ОМ THE FOURTH, 
LEVEL ...FORWARD SECTOR THREE..FOR BRIEFINGS 4 





АТ TAKE-OFF TIME MINUS FIVE HOURS, THE 
AUDITORIUM IN THE GIGANTIC SHIP WAS FILLED 
TO CAPACITY! THERE WAS A HUBBUB OF EXCITE- 
MENT THROUGH THE GATHERED AUDIENGE WHICH! 
QUICKLY HUSHED AS А GRAY-HAIRED, 015- 
TINGUISHED- LOOKING SCIENTIST APPROACHED 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN” AS YOU 
ALL KNOW, YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO PAR- 
TAKE IN AN EXPEDITION OF COLONIZATION TO, 
A PLANET IN ANOTHER SOLAR SYSTEM 
WHICH МОМЕ OF US HERE TODAY WILL LIVE 
TO SEE... 


ФЕІТОВЅ' NOTE: ALTHOUGH ROCKET-SHIPS ARE A NEAR 
REALITY, A SHIP OF THIS SIZE MAY SEEM A BIT FAR- 
FETCHED, IT'S TRUE! BUT REMEMBER..TO COLUMBUS,ON HIS 
SANTA MARIA, А LINER OF THE QUEEN ELIZABETH'S CLASS 
WOULD HAVE SEEMED /(/S7 AS ABSURD! 


THERE WAS А MURMUR THROUGH THE AUDI- 
ENCE AS THE SCIENTIST CONTINUED... 










WERE OVER TWO AND ONE HALF MILLION 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED! OUT OF THESE, 
YOU SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY SOME 000 







WHEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES" ОРИ А7/О/// You ALL KNOW THAT COLON- 


OF EARTH DECIDED ТО 24/42 THIS SHIP, THERE 












YOU ARE ALL FAMILIAR WITH THE PRESSING 
PROBLEM OF THE EARTH'S GROWING OVER- 


IZATIONS OF THE OTHER PLANETS OF OUR 
SOLAR SYSTEM HAD BEEN TRIED..AND PROVEN 
COMPLETE FAILURES! THERE REMAINED 
BUT ONE ALTERNATIVE... 















WE HAD TO FIND A PLANET IN 
ANOTHER SOLAR SYSTEM 
THAT WAS ALMOST LIKE 
EARTHS FIFTY TWO YEARS 
AGO, ENF/ELD...THE FAMOUS 
ASTRO-PHYSICIST... DISCOVERED 
IT’ IT 15 A PLANET WITH 
ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME 
DIAMETER AS EARTH...LOCATED 
APPROXIMATELY THE SAME 
DISTANCE FROM ITS STAR 

AS EARTH IS FROM THE SUN. 
AND ITS STAR 15 ABOUT THE 


LUCKY ONES WERE CHOSEN... CAREFULLY 
SELECTED... FOR YOUR PHYSICAL AND 


CONDITIONS SEEMED PERFECT 
THERE WAS BUT OWE SER- 
7005 DRAWBACK! THE 
PLANET WAS ONE HUNDRED 
AND NINETY THREE LIGHT 
YEARS FROM EARTH! IT 
MEANT THAT TRAVELING WITH 
COMPTON'S OVERDRIVE AT 
THE SPEED OF (1697... ЛНЕ 
MAXIMUM SPEED ATTAIN- 
ABLE TODAY..IT WOULD TAKE 
ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY 
THREE YEARS TO REACH 






THIS, THEN, WAS THE PROB- 
LEM! МОЖ TO МАКЕ A TRIP 
OF THAT DURATION ? THE 
ANSWER LAY IN CONSTRUCT- 
ING A SPACE SHIP LARGE 
ENOUGH TO PERMIT A 
SMALL ORGANIZED SOCI- 
ЕТУ TO TRAVEL IN СОМЕОНТ. | 
LIVE THEIR LIVES.. BEAR 
CHILDREN...REAR THEN...EDU- 
САТЕ THEM IN THE PURPOSE 
OF THE TRIP...UNTIL FINALLY... 
OVER THE SPAN ОЕ 5/Х 


SAME SIZE AS OUR SUN! 


THE PEOPLE WOULD HAVE TO BE ABLE TO 
GROW THEIR OWN FOOD AND OXYGEN PRO- 
DUCING PLANTS IN ORDER TO SURVIVE! 
FOR THAT PURPOSE, HYDROPONIC FARMS. 
FARMS THAT GROW PLANTS CHEMICALLY. 
WOULD HAVE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DESIGN- 


ING OF THE SHIP’ ALSO, THERE WOULD ВЕ 

NEED FOR LABORATORIES TO SYNTHESIZE 

MATERIALS FOR CLOTHING AND NECESSITIES! 

HUGE STORE ROOMS OF RAW MATERIALS 
WOULD HAVE ТО BE INCLUDED / 


GENERATIONS... THE 
PLANET WOULD BE 
REACHED / 


IT WAS THEN DECIDED THAT ONLY А SHIP THE 
SIZE ОҒ 7#/S ОМЕ COULD BE CONSIDERED * 
IT WAS ORIGINALLY INTENDED THAT THE SHIP 
CARRY ONE THOUSAND PEOPLE...BUT 
RE-CALCULATI/ONS AFTER COMPLETELY 
EQUIPPING IT, SHOWED THAT WORE FUEL 
THAN PLANNED WAS NEEDED FOR LAUNCHING... 
50...ТМ0 HUNDRED AND FORTY FIVE PEOPLE 
HAD TO ВЕ Е//М/ МАТЕР” YOU FORTUNATE 
PEOPLE REMAINED’ MAY I COMMEND YOU 
ALL FOR VOLUNTEERING! TAKE-OFF IS IN 
FOUR HOURS, FORTY MINUTES’ 










Ат TAKE-OFF TIME MINUS ОМЕТНЕ | [NSIDE THE SHIP, THE МЕМ, HIGH UP IN THE FORWARD CON- 
PASSENGERS OF THE GIANT SPACE WOMEN AND CHILDREN STRAP- | TROL COMPARTMENT, BUTTONS 
SHIP RETURNED TO THEIR LIVING PED THEMSELVES INTO THEIR | WERE PRESSED...SWITCHES 
QUARTERS TO READY THEMSELVES” |FOAM-RUBBER LAUNCHING WERE THROWN... AND DEEP DOWN 
THE AREA SURROUNDING THE SHIP SHOCK-BEDS... IN THE BOWELS OF THE SHIP, 
FOR THREE NILES WAS CLEARED OF TAKE-OFF TIME МОМ. HUGE GENERATORS BEGAN TO 
CURIOUS OBSERVERS... THUNDER. 


PLEASE WITHDRAW TO BEYOND THE 
CONCRETE WALLS’ THERE WILL BE 
EXTREME DANGER FROM ROCKET 


TAKE-OFF TIME 
ONE MINUTE! 


THE SECONDS TICKED OFF! THE FIVE... FOUR. THREE... TWO... 
SEVEN- НИМОНЕО-АМ0-ҒІҒТҮ-000 ONE’ THE GIANT SHIP SHUD- 

HUMAN BEINGS IN THE SHIP STEELED| |DERED AS THE ROCKET FIR- 
THEMSELVES ...GRITTED THEIR ING LEVER WAS THROWN’ THE 

Н [GROUND BELOW THE GLEAM- 

нес А ING MONSTER TREMBLED AS 


WITH A DEAFENING ROAR, THE 
TWO MILE HIGH SPACE LEVIA- 
THAN LIFTED SLOWLY...CLIMBING] 


WHAT AN 
INCREDI- 
BLE SIGHT’. 


CLOUDS OF ROCKET EXHAUST 
EXPLODED FROM THE REAR 





TWENTY TWO MINUTES LATER, THE | ATTENTION, ALL PASSENGERS’ SYNTHO-GRAV NOW 
HUGE SHIP TORE LOOSE FROM THE | OPERATING’ PERMISSION ТО LEAVE LAUNCHING 
EARTH'S GRAVITATIONAL FIELD AND| ЗНОСК-ВЕОЗ GRANTED’ RATION-MARKETS 
HURTLED THROUGH OUTER SPACE IN ми WILL BE OPENED АТ 04007 g 
FREE-FALL! THE COMPTON OVER- 6 

DRIVE WAS TURNED ОМ АМО THE 

SPACE MONSTER SPED INTO THE 

BLACK VOID AT THE SPEED OF 

LIGHT... 





THE TRIP HAD BEGUN? EACH FAMILY ОР THE HUGE SPACE 
GIANT HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO A COMFORTABLE APART- 


MENT’ UNMARRIED MEN AND WOMEN HAD THEIR OWN 
ROOMS’ THE RATION-MARKETS WERE LARGE ҒООО 
STORES LOCATED ON EACH LEVEL 


THAT WILL ВЕ ALL,THANK У SORRY, LADY! EARTH 
YOU! HOW MUCH IS THAT MONEY'S NO соор ON 
THE SHIP’ YOU САМ 
CHARGE IT TILL PAY DAY! 
YOU'LL BE PAID IN 
SHIP'S CURRENCY Í 
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THE PEOPLE THAT GREW THE 2000) 
FOR THE SHIP HAD EACH BEEN 
ASSIGNED A SMALL PORTION OF 
THE HYDROPONIC FARMS THAT 
COVERED ALMOST TWO ENTIRE 


LEVELS.. | LOOK, HONEY’ | AND THE 
А LITTLE GREEN cow's 
HOOT” THE FIRST / GOING ТО 

ONE’ HAVE A 
CALF, TOO” 


THEYRE 
NOT 
BUYING 


Ано SO THE SHIP CONTINUED ON INTO THE INFINITE 
VOID OF SPACE’ THE YEARS PASSED’ THE SOCIETY 
FLOURISHED * THE FARMS PRODUCED FOODS... THE 
LABORATORIES PRODUCED ВАМ MATERIALS... AND THE 
WOMEN PRODUCED CHILDREN.. 


T'VE CALLED THIS MEETING OF THE SHIP'S CONGRESS 
ТО МАКЕ A SPECIAL REPORT! AS PRESIDENT, А 
TERRIFYING SITUATION HAS BEEN CALLED 














ARE STILL WEARING 
THE CLOTHES THEY 
GAME ABOARD WITH '. 


THE SHIP'S BANK 15 
GIVING US CREDIT BUSI - 
NESS WILL PICK ИР” 


EVERY PERSON ABOARD THE SHIP HAD A JOB TO 
007 THEY RECEIVED WAGES, AND THE ECONOMY 
WAS THE SAME АЗ ANY TOWN BACK ON EARTH 
THEY PAID FOR CLOTHES... FOOD.. RENT... EVEN 
LUXURIES- го Like тоф YES” HERE'S А 
BUY А TELE-VIS SET” I | MODEL... FULL COLOR. 
UNDERSTAND THE SHIP'S / THREE DIMENSIONAL. 
PROGRAMS ARE VERY FOR ONLY SEVENTY 
CREDITS” 


IT WAS NOTHING MORE THAN A 
MINIATURE EARTH SOCIETY. 
EVEN THE CLOTHING MANUFAC- 
TURERS HAD THEIR PROBLEMS. 


ISN'T HE GUTE ° 
LOOK AROUN, LIL' 


AT LEAST 
HE'LL BE 
MORE 
COMFORT- 
ABLE 
THAN IF 
HE WERE 
BACK 
ON THE 
CROWDED 
EARTH! 


WHERE YOU'RE GOING 

TO SPEND YOUR WHOLE 

LIFE! RIGHT HERE 
ON THIS SHIP! 


m.. YOU WILL NOTICE THAT THE BIRTH RATE FOR 
THE TWENTY- SEVEN YEARS SINGE THE SHIP 
LEFT EARTH HAS REMAINED NORMAL! THE 
DEATH RATE,ON THE OTHER HAND, НАЗ FALLEN 
SHARPLY IN THE LAST EIGHT YEARS” IN THE 
PAST YEAR, NOT ОМЕ DEATH HAS OCCURRED? 
GENTLEMEN f THE PEOPLE OF THE SHIP HAVE 
STOPPED DYING! 





LOOK АТ JOHNSON’ HE WAS 
FIFTY-SIX WHEN HE 
LEFT’ І АЗК YOU, DOES 
HE LOOK LIKE A MAN OF 
EIGHTY-THREE 7 


МО." THAT'S NOT 
THE SOLUTION” AT 
HAVING C LEAST, МОТ YET, 
CHILDRENS] FIRST LET'S FIND 
OUT WHY THE AGING 
PROCESS HAS СОМЕ ТО 
A VIRTUAL STANDSTILL” 


MAY LIVE TO BE ONE 
HUNDRED AND NINETY” 


HE ONLY LOOKS 
SIXTY...” 


PRECISELY “|Т АРР 


GENTLEMEN” І САМ TELL YOU 
THE ANSWER? FOR А LONG 
TIME IT HAS BEEN THE 
THEORY THAT COSMIC RAYS 
BOMBARDING THE EARTH HAVE 
CAUSED THE BREAKDOWN OF 
HUMAN TISSUE...PRODUCING 
OLD АВЕ 7 BECAUSE OF THE 
GREAT THICKNESS OF THE 
SHIP'S HULL... 


NO” IT WOULD BE A 


CREW OF OLD 


PEOPLE THAT WOULD 
FINALLY REACH THE 


PLANET” WHO КМ 

IF THEY'D ВЕ 441 

ТО HAVE CHILDREI 
BY THEN? 


THAT THE 46/М0 
PROCESS НАЗ 
SLOWED UP 
CONSIDERABLY.” 


EARS ) AND WITH THE NORMAL 
BIRTH-RATE CONTINUING, 
THE SITUATION COULD 
BECOME SER/OUS IN 

ANOTHER TEN YEARS’ THE 

SHIP WILL BECOME OVER- 

POPULATED! 


МЕ HAVE BEEN PROTECTED 


FROM MOST GOSMIG RAYS ” HOW- 
EVER... SOME RAYS DO PIERCE 
THE HULL... АМО SLIGHT AGING, 
WILL OCCUR” THAT'S WHY 
JOHNSON SEEMS TO HAVE 
AGED ONLY FOUR YEARS IN 
TWENTY-SEVEN” 


THERE |5 ONLY ONE 
SOLUTION f THE BIRTHS 
MUST CONTINUE NORM- 
ALLY” AND 50 MUST 
ом5% 7#£ РЕАТНЗГ 
ДЕ 
N 





ҮЕ5"І MEAN THAT AS EACH NEW BUT ACCORDING то | THOSE THAT Ñ [РОВ A LONG MOMENT, SILENCE 
BIRTH OCCURS, THE OLDEST MEM- \ |ТН!$ REPORT, SHOULD HAVE | | BL ANKETED THE GATHERED REPRE- 
BER OF THE SHIP'S SOCIETY MUST | | THERE ARE ONE \ DIED BY NOW )|ЗЕМТАТМЕ5 OF THE SHIP'S SOCIETY. 
DIE’ EITHER ТНАТ..ОВ WE FACE THOUSAND THREE | ARE 57/42 IT WAS A PAINFUL DECISION TO 
EVENTUAL STARVATION! OUR HUNDRED AND ALIVE! THEY \\| МАКЕ! SUDDENLY, JOHNSON 
HYDROPONIC FARMS САМ PRODUCE EIGHT PEOPLE MUST D/E... STOOD UP... 
ONLY ENOUGH FOOD FOR ONE - ON BOARD AT IF THE REST Д 7 
THOUSAND PEOPLE AT THE THIS MOMENTI} ARE TO SURVIVE. АИ РЕН 
< |5ТАТІ5ТІС5,ТНЕ AVERAGE SPAN 
OF LIFE 15 SEVENTY- ТОГ 


ÄLL EYES FELL UPON THIS WELL-PRESERVED МАКТУН | THERE WERE MANY TEAR-STAINED FACES AND RED- 
THEN, ONE BY ONE, THOSE OVER SEVENTY-TWO STOODUP. | DENED EYES ON THE SHIP THE DAY THE OLD ONES 
LEFT’ THERE WERE NEARLY THREE HUNDRED OF 
„FOR THE SURVIVAL ( 5 
OF THE EXEEDITIONE. THEM! ONE BY ONE THEY ENTERED THE AIR-LOCK. 


1.00, AM READY! 6000-ВУЕ, 
MY CHILDREN 


ЈА А 


WHERE, WITHOUT THE PROTECTION ОЕ PRESSURIZED FROM WOW ON, AS EACH 


SUITS, THEY SIMPLY EXPLODED... DISAPPEARED WITH- | |/?/У OCCURS, THE SEVENTY- А») 


OLDEST MEMBER ОҒ I'M PROBABLY 
OUT A TRACE ...IN THE BLACK VACUUM... oE MEA E TEAVE )( 


THE POPULATION ОР THE THE SHIPI THAT /S THE 
SHIP IS NOW ONE THOUSAND j 
THIRTY-FIVE... JUST SLIGHTLY 

OVER САРАСІТУ 





ÅND so, THE SHIP CONTINUED ОМ 
THROUGH THE INKY VOIDf THE LAW 
THAT THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SHIP'S 
CONGRESS HAD PASSED BECAME A 
TRADITION! BY THE HUNDRETH YEAR, 
'OLD-AGE' HAD VANISHED FROM 
THE SHIP! PEOPLE OF SIXTY АМО 
SEVENTY APPEARED TO BE IN THEIR 
THIRTIES.. ГАТТЕНТТОНГАТТЕНТОНГ 
THERE HAS JUST BEEN A 

BIRTH IN THE SHIP'S HOSPITAL! 

WILL SOCIETY MEMBER 3309 


THE CAPTAIN STUDIED THE GREENISI 
ON THE CALIBRATED SCREEN 


WHAT DO YOU MAKE 
OF IT, RAWLINS ? 


IT'S ABOUT FIVE 
THOUSAND MILES TO STAR- 
BOARD, SIR. SEEMS ТО BE 
PRETTY SMALL. ..TRAVELING 
FAST., HEADED IN THE GEN- 
ERAL DIRECTION OF OUR OWN 
SOLAR SYSTEM! 


НЕ PASSING OF THE METALIC METEOR WAS SOON FOR- 

GOTTEN! THEN.. ІМ THE ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY- 

THIRD YEAR... 

THERE IT IS,CAPTAIN JACKSON! \WE'LL BE LANDING 

THE SOLAR SYSTEM CONTAINING dy IN FOUR DAYS / 
OUR DESTINATION f Е 


ТНЕ POPULATION OF THE SHIP 
REMAINED ALMOST CONSTANT. 
HOVERING AROUND ONE THOUSAND. 
IN APRIL OF THE ONE HUN- 
DRED AND THIRTIETH YEAR... 
CAPTAIN HARRISON! PLEASE 
COME ТО RADAR- VIEW! 
IMMEDIATELY И URGENTI 


CAPTAIN HARRISON, THE FIFTH 
CAPTAIN OF THE SHIP, DESCENDED 
TO THE THIRD LEVEL AND HURRIED 
DOWN THE MILE-LONG CORRIDOR 
TO RADAR-VIEW IN FORWARD 
SECTOR SEVEN. 
LOOK, SIR” 
I'M GETTING 
А METAL PIP! 





IT'S GONE OUT ОҒ 
RANGE! 


PROBABLY JUST A 

METEOR OR WANDERING 

ASTEROID HIGH METAL 
CONTENT, THOUGH! 


THE SHIP BUZZED WITH EXCITEMENT AS IT NEARED 
THE PLANET IT HAD TRAVELED SO LONG TO REACH! 
FINALLY, IT WAS CLEARLY VISIBLE ON THE TELE- 
SCREENS THROUGHOUT THE SHIP... 


LOOK IN THE DARK 
HALF... WHERE IT 15 
NIGHT! 2/6975 7 


IT LOOKS VERY MUCH LIKE 
EARTH f ONLY THE LAND 
FORMATIONS ARE 
DIFFERENT! 
6000 LORD! 
VILIZATION” 





CAPTAIN JAGKSON CLEARS HIS 
THROAT AND SMILES AT THE WEIRD 
HUMANOID BEFORE HIM... 

THAT'S THE STORY, 

MR. PRESIDENT’ YOU 

KNOW THE REST’ WE 

LANDED IN THE ARID 


YOU CAN UNDERSTAND 
OUR SHOCK, SIR, AT 
FINDING А CIVILI- 
ZATION HERE... A 
CIVILIZATION SO 
MUCH LIKE OUR 
OWN ON EARTH! 


THERE IS 
A SIMPLE 
EXPLANATION, 
CAPTAIN! 


YOU P/CKED THIS PLANET BECAUSE 
OF ITS STARTLING S/M/LARITY TO 
YOUR OWN...ITS EQUAL SIZE... 
ITS ALMOST EQUAL D/STANGE 
FROM ITS SUN WHICH IS SO 

MUCH LIKE YOUR зиме 


WASTES OF YOUR 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
CONTINENT! 


YOU NEVER REALIZED THAT SINCE IT 
was 50 MUCH LIKE EARTH... ITS 
EVOLUTION HERE WOULD HAVE 
PARALLELED YOURS CLOSELY! 
WE LOOK ALMOST ALIKE ...YOU 
AND I...AND OUR PROBLEMS 

ARE THE SAME! 


PROBLEMS? 


YES? ONE HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY-SIX YEARS AGO” ІТ 
MUST HAVE PASSED YOU. 


Y THE METEOR: 

THE METEOR L 

READ ABOUT! /7 
WAS RECORDED 
SIXTY-THREE 
YEARS AGO! 


YES, CAPTAIN! WE HERE ON VRO 
ARE FACED WITH AN OVER — 
POPULATION PROBLEM ALSO! 
AND WE ATTEMPTED TO SOLVE 


THAT WAS IT, CAPTAIN? AND THE 
SAME RECEPTION AWAITS THEM 
AS THE ONE YOU HAVE RECEIVED’; 
WE CAN MAKE ROOM FOR YOU 
HERE’ THERE WILL BE MANY 
DISGOMFORTS, BUT YOU ARE 

ALL WELCOME ТО REMAINÝ 


1..І DON'T KNOW, 
SIR! PERHAPS МЕЦ 
STAY ! PERHAPS МОТ! 
1 DON'T KNOW! 
LIFE ON THE SHIP 





DOCTOR HUGO MASTERSON SPUN AROUND SAVAGELY 
AS THE DOOR TO HIS LABORATORY SWUNG OPEN! A 
FRAIL, PALE-FACED WOMAN STOOD FRAMED IN THE 
DOORWAY! SHE LOOKED AT HIM WITH FEAR-FILLED 





Huso's OUTBURST ЕСНОЕО THROUGH THE EQUIPMEN 
LINED ROOM f HIS WIFE CRINGED AS HIS VERBAL 
LASH WHIPPED HER! SHE STAMMERED... 








HOW MANY TIMES HAVE Г 
TOLD YOU TO KEEP OUT OF 
MY LABORATORY WHEN ГИ 








P-PROFESSOR HARDIN ) OH? WELL DON'T JUS; 
IS OUTSIDE! НЕ STAND THERE BLUBBER-! 
WANTS...TO... ТО... Й INGI! SHOW HIM INI 

SEE You! =N 470 BE СЫ ABOUT. 
< 77: 


HUGO SENT А BARRAGE ОҒ 
INSULTS AFTER THE SAD FACED 
WOMAN AS SHE SCURRIED AWAY 
TO FETCH HIS VISITOR’ WHEN 
PROFESSOR HARDIN ENTERED 
THE LABORATORY, HUGO'S 
ANGRY SCOWL HAD CHANGED 
TO A WARM SMILE 


WELL, WELL’) 6000 AFTER- 
PROFESSOR 4 NOON, DOCTOR 
HARDIN” МЕС ) MASTERSON f 
СОМЕ то MY r МОРЕ You 
HUMBLE МОЯК-) DON'T MIND 


THIS /W7#/- Ñ 


VERY WELL, PROFESSOR! 
I THINK I AM ON THE 
ВА/МК OF SUCCESS! І 


HUGO CHUCKLED WRYLY.. 


МОТ АТ ALL, PRO- 
FESSOR! L AM 
HONORED! MAY 
I OFFER YOU 
SOMETHING? 
SOME TEA? А 
COLD DRINK ? 


TEA WOULD 
BE NICE’ 


ТЕА IT 15/ MARTHA! 
OH... MARTHA L 
EXPERI- 
MENTS 
PROGRES- 
SING, DOC- 


MARTHA! CAN'T YOU SEE 
IM TALKING 2 HOW МАМУ 
TIMES HAVE Г TOLD YOU 
NOT TO INTERRUPT ME 


UNCOMFORTABLY AS HUGO LAMBASTED HIS 


WIFE! AFTER SHE LEFT... 








YOU... YOU WERE 
SAYING, DOCTOR? 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
BEING ON THE 
BRINK 0F 
SUCCESS 2 


он, YES’ 


STUPID WOMAN! нин? 
THAT'S RIGHT”, 
MY FORMULA IS HERE... 
IN THIS FLASK’ I NEED 
ONLY TO TRY IT ON THE 
CANCEROUS TISSUE! 


AND IT IS YOUR CONTENTION, 
DOCTOR MASTERSON, THAT 
THIS...THIS FORMULA OF 
YOURS WILL CURE 
CANCER? 


IM SURE OF 
IT, PROFESSOR f 
PERHAPS YOU'D 
LIKE TO WITNESS 
ITS FIRST APPLI- 
CATION? d 





PROFESSOR HARDIN'S EYES LIT 
UP f А LOOK ОҒ EAGERNESS 
CROSSED HIS ҒАСЕ... 
I'D BE DELIGHTED, ) GOOD! I HAVE 
DOCTOR! A GUINEA PIG 
HERE IN THIS 


CAGE THAT HAS 
A WELL- DEVEL- 


OPED CASE OF 
CANCER / 


EVEN SURGERY WOULD NOT 
REMOVE 4/4 ОҒ THE CANCER, 
PROFESSOR! IT WOULD ONLY 
COME BACK AGAIN f BUT 
WITH MY FORMULA, THE 
GROWTH WILL BE REMOVED 

BYA DIFFERENT METHOD f 


Д5 THE TWO SCIENTISTS WATCHED, THE TUMOR 


DOCTOR MASTERSON REACHED INTO 
ONE OF THE CAGES THAT LINED 

THE LABORATORY WALL AND 
BROUGHT FORTH A SQUEALING 
BALL ОҒ РОВУ ОМ ITS BACK WAS 

А LARGE TUMOROUS GROWTH.. 
AS YOU CAN SEE, PRO- 

FESSOR, THIS POOR 

ANIMAL HAS AN 

EXTREMELY 

LARGE TUMOR 

ON HIS SPINAL 
COLUNN! ш 


LITTLE CHANCE 
OF THE POOR 
THING SURVIVING 
MUCH LONGER. 


A DIFFERENT 
METHOD ? HOW? 


Ниво PROCEEDED TO FILL А 
SMALL HYPODERMIC SYRINGE 
WITH THE GREENISH 110010. 
NOT WITH THE BUT ONLY 
SURGERY 
COULD 
REMOVE A 
TUMOR SUCH| 


HOWEVER, ІР THE 
AS THATI 


TUMOR WERE TO 
DISAPPEAR... 


HUGO PLUNGED THE HYPODERMIC INTO THE CAN- 
CEROUS GROWTH ON THE GUINEA PIG'S BACK AND 


EMPTIED ITS CONTENTS... 





I.. I CAN'T ZEL/EVE IT 
THE TUMOR 15 SHRINKING! 


(~ 
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REDUCED IN SIZE GRADUALLY UNTIL IT НАР ENTIRELY 
DISAPPEARED... 





MY FORMULA MERELY 
CONTRACTS MATTER, 
PROFESSOR! /7 SHRINKS 


AMAZING! ABSOLUTELY 
AMAZING! HOW DOES 
IT WORK, DOCTOR? 


IT CONTAINS A SECRET DERIVATIVE OF ONE OF THE 
URANIUM ISOTOPES’ THIS DERIVATIVE, BY A PHYSIO- 
CHEMICAL ACTION,REDUCES THE SPACES BETWEEN 
MOLECULES f THE MOLECULES DRAW CLOS ER TOGETHER] 
THEREBY CONTRACTING 

ЕО THE I'M SPEECHLESS, 

MATTER INVOLVEDf БОСТОНУ 





SET IT DOWN THERE. 
WHAT ТНЕ.. 2 WHAT 
IN BLAZES 15 THAT? 


THAT AT 
ALL, MA'AM! 


HAVE A 
class’ 


AFTER HIS WHIMPERING WIFE HAD LEFT, HUGO 
TURNED TO THE CAGES’ НЕ STARED AT THEN.. 


THINKING... 


I THOUGHT... 
SINCE IT WAS 50 
WARM 00Т..ІСЕО 
TEA WOULD BE 

NICE / 


ICED ТЕА, 


YOU THOUGHT! WHO 
TOLD YOU TO THINK? 
IF I'D HAVE WANTED 
I'D HAVE 
ASKED FOR IT! нож 
GET OUT OF HERE AND 
BRING US SOME 707 


Н-В-В-МРН/ 
ЕВ, NEVER 
MIND, MRS. 
MASTERSON! 
I WAS JUST 
LEAVING, 
Anyway / 


TEA AS YOU ЕВЕ 


PROFESSOR HARDIN STUT- 
TERED A HASTY 6000-ВУЕ 
AND DEPARTED’ HUGO TURNED 
то HIS SHAKING WIFE... HIS 
EYES GLARING... 


HUGO STRUCK HIS COWERING 
WIFE SOUNDLY ACROSS HER 
CHEEK! THE SKIN FLAMED 

RED WHERE THE BLOW HAD 

FALLEN 





IGNORANT 
WOMAN! мну 
CAN'T YOU 20 
AS YOU'RE 
TOLD? r 
OUGHT TO 


H...HUGO f 

IF YOU...DARE... 
TOUCH ME. 
TL TiL 


шаша” 





IF А SMALL AMOUNT ОҒ МУ FORMULA САМ 


SHRINK А SMALL PORTION ОҒ ТІЅ50Е...І 
РА LARGE DOSE соШшо SHRINK 
4? 


STARTED TOWARD ONE ОҒ THE CAGES, 


YOU'LL DO WHAT, YOU WEAK, 
HARMLESS MOLLYCODDLE? 
LOOK AT YOU! WHAT COULD 
YOU DO? YOU COULDN'T 
HURT А FLEA! NOW. 


З 


Ново тоок OUT А LARGE HYPODERMIC 
SYRINGE АМО FILLED IT WITH THE GREENISH 
CARRYING THE HYPODERMIC, HE 


WHEN... 
222 




















Ниво SPRAWLED ACROSS THE TEA-TABLE ” THE 
HYPODERMIC NEEDLE SANK INTO HIS CHEST... 
THE PLUNGER WAS THRUST FORWARD AS HE 


FELL AGAINST HIS HAND... 





THE TEA-TRAY... 








му бор“ I'VE INJECTED MYSELF 
WITH THE FORMULA” MARTHA 





Ново'5 SHRUNKEN VOGAL CORDS 

PRODUCED SOUNDS TOO HIGH 

PITCHED TO BE AUDIBLE TO 

HUMAN EARS” MARTHA TURNED 

TO GO...THEN SPIED THE TRAY... 
SHE'S COMING FOR THE 
TRAY Гм STILL 
SHRINKINGZ PERHAPS 
IF I GLIMB UP ONTO THIS 
SPOON, SHE'LL SEE МЕ! 
© 


Ниво STRUGGLED TO THE SURFACE OF THE ICY 
LIQUID AS MARTHA LIFTED THE GLASS TO HER 
LIPS” HE WAS SWEPT ALONG BY THE CASCADE, 


Ново BEGAN ТО SHRINK RAPIDLY” НЕ GLAWED АТ 


AS НЕ REDUCED IN SIZE” BY THE TIME MARTHA 
OPENED THE LABORATORY DOOR, HUGO WAS LOST 
AMID THE CLUTTER OF THE GLASSES, SAUCERS, 







PULLING HIMSELF UP ON TO IT 








нуво? DID YOU 
CALL? HUGO? 






HUGO SWUNG HIMSELF UP ON 
THE SPOON” НЕ WAVED HIS 
ARMS WILDLY ” MARTHA BENT 
OVER THE TRAY AND POURED 
A GLASSFUL OF TEA... 


SPOONS, SUGAR BOWL AND PITCHER ON THE TRAY... 


I'M НЕЋЕ! MARTHA? DOWN 
HERE” ОН, LORD’ SHE DOESN” 


ÅBSENTLY, MARTHA PICKED UP 
THE SPOON THAT HUGO WAS 

ON AND STARTED TO STIR THE 
ICED TEA” HUGO WAS NOW THE 
SIZE OF A GNAT f 









SHE DOESN'T SEE 
МЕ? MARTHA. "оок 
HERE” 


Huso TRIED IN 
HUNG ABOVE T 







LET, BUT IT SLIPPED FROM HIS GRASP f IT WAS 
TOO вв! HUGO PLUNGED HEADLONG INTO THE 






VAIN TO GATGH THE UVULA THAT 
HE ЕМТВАМСЕ TO MARTHA'S GUL- 


MARTHA'S STOMACH.. 





BLACKNESS OF 





THE FALL THROUGH MARTHA'S 
ESOPHAGUS WAS A PAINFUL ONE! 
AS SHE GULPED DOWN THE ICY 
LIQUID, THE CONTRACTIONS NEARLY 
CRUSHED THE SHRINKING SCIENTIST, 


INALLY, HUGO DROPPED INTO A TILL SHRINKING, HUGO WAS SWEP 
LARGE CAVERNOUS OPENING 7 ALONG INTO A PULSATING TUNNEL- 
MARTHA'S STOMACH! IMMEDIATELY, | [SHAPED TUBE THAT TWISTED AND 
A SEARING LIQUID ENGULFED HIM, | | TURNED, WINDING DOWN INTO THE 
TORTURING HIM WITH A BURNING 





ОЙУУ” Г 


HER GASTRIC JUICES! 
HYDROCHLORIC 42107. 
47 /7'S BLISTERING 
О МУ SKIN! 


CONTINUING TO SHRINK, HUGO DRIFTED INTO А 
SECTION OF THE INTESTINE LINED WITH HUGE CONE- | | PROCESS ОҒ OSMOSIS...HE PASSED THROUGH THE 
SHAPED PROJECTIONS” THEY SEEMED SPONGY AND VILLUS INTO MARTHA'S BLOOD... 


POUROUS... WERE BLOOD-RED IN COLOR! 


SLAMMED UP AGAINST ONE OF THE! 


IT'S THE VILLITIT'LL ВЕ YAN 
ABSORBED INTO HER т 
BLOODSTREAM 7 


7 ра. 
ка WY 
FN 


Г Г. I'VE STOPPED SHRINKING! 





В 6000 10807 NO WONDER 
MARTHA 15 50 WEAK АМО В 
PALE? TUBER-BACILLUS! 


UDDENLY, HUGO GASPED” НЕ STARED IN HORROR А5 
IT MOVED TOWARD HIM THROUGH THE THICK LIQUID... 
BETWEEN THE RED DISC-SHAPED CORPUSCLES... 
> ОИ, МУ 6007 А РМАБОСУТЕ... 

А WHITE BLOOD СОРРИЅСІЕ 
























THE JELLY-LIKE CREAM-COLORED | | THE TUBE IN WHICH нуво WAS T REACHED OUT JELLY-LIKE 
MASS MOVED TOWARD HIM.. ROLL- | | MOVING WAS SMALLER NOW’ THE | | PROJECTIONS FROM ITS DOUGH 
ING...TWISTING Ў HUGO BEGAN ТО WHITE THING SUCKED TOWARD Hi SHAPED MASS... GLUTGHING THE 
„SWIM FOR HIS LIFE... 7 OH, LORD f LORDI | | HYSTERICAL SCIENTIST... 
GASP... I CAN'T MAKE š 776 CAUGHT МЕХ 
HEADWAY? I KEEP GETTING 600 HELP МЕ”, 























Ано JUST BEYOND... PERHAPS ONE TENTH OF AN INCH 
BEYOND WHERE HUGO HAD MET HIS END... WAS THE 
SURFACE OF THE SKIN OF MARTHA MASTERSON'S 
РАСЕ! IT GLOWED RED FROM THE BLOW HUGO HAD 
DELIVERED THERE A SHORT TIME BEFORE ” MARTHA 
FINGERED IT GINGERLY! SHE NODDED HER HEAD WITH 
OTENE TE 508...508...НОВО 15 


— RIGHT? т МИБТ ТАКЕ 
HIS ABUSES Гм тоо 
WEAK то OBJECT... 
TO FIGHT BACKI IT'S 
LIKE НЕ SA/0...WHAT 
COULD Z 00? 


SLowLY, THE WHITE BLOOD CORPUSCLE PULLED THE 
STRUGGLING SCREAMING SCIENTIST TOWARD ITSELF... 
ENVELOPING НІМ! STINGING FLUIDS FLOWED OVER HIS 
WRITHING BODY, DISSOLVING HIS FLESH FROM HIS 
BONES’ AS THE LAST SPARK OF LIFE PASSED FROM 
HUGO MASTERSON'S PARTIALLY DIGESTED BODY... A 
FINAL SHRIEK ECHOED DOWN INTO THE BLACKNESS 
OF THE WINDING CAPILLARY.. 





HIGH UP OVER NEW YORK'S EAST RIVER,IN THE MOD- THE РНОМЕ- ВООТНЗ THAT HUG THE CORRIDOR- WALL 
RNISTIC STRUCTURE THAT SERVES AS THE PERMANENT| АНЕ FILLED WITH BREATHLESS МЕМЗМЕМ. 

HOME OF THE U.N., THE DOOR TO THE SECURITY 

[COUNCIL'S CHAMBER BURSTS OPEN AND A MELEE ОҒ RIGHT’ THEY'VE 

REPORTERS EXPLODES THROUGH... GIVEN US TILL / MET, THEY'RE 


ONE SIDE! ITP. GOING ТО USE 
LEMME AT EASTERN THE BOMBI 
4 Ha DP) ALLIANCE Ж 
THEY'vE <[ 2, 


DELIVERED 








Вит AT THE EXACT MOMENT THAT 
THIS WORLD SHATTERING EVENT IS 
TAKING PLACE...ACROSS THE HUDSON 
RIVER, IN THEIR LABORATORY ON THE 
PALISADES OVERLOOKING TEEMING 
NEW YORK CITY...TWO SCIENTISTS 
GAZE AT A GLITTERING ARRAY OF 
TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT... 
WELL, SANDERS'IT W I CANNOT 
15 FINISHED’ OUR BELIEVE 
FUTURE-INJECTION } \IT,HUXTON! 
MACHINE! 


боом, THE FIELD- BOARD...TH 
TABLE UPON WHICH THE CAMERA 
WAS PLACED... IS QUITE BARE... 
IT'S GONE, SANDERS! | NOT YET! 
IT'S GONE! THE IN ТЕО 
MACHINE WORKS! J MINUTES 
WE WILL 
BE SURES 






















AND IN A MOMENT.. | HERE! HERE 

WE WILL KNOW 

WHETHER OR 

NOT OUR THREE PLACE IT 

YEARS OF WORK ON THE 

HAVE BEEN IN FIELD- 
BOARDI 


a 


[THE SCIENTIST NAMED SANDERS 
ADJUSTS A CALIBRATED KNOB 
GAREFULL 


SLOWLY, THE SECONDS TICK oFFf 
ONE MINUTE...TWO! THEN. 
IT'S REAPPEARED! 
THE CAMERA'S SUCCEEDED 
REAPPEARED! ) IN INJECTING 
THE CAMERA 
TWO MINUTES 
INTO THE FUTURE? 


Å SMALL CAMERA IS PLACED ON 
A TABLE- LIKE APPENDAGE OF THE 
HUGE MACHINE AND POINTED OUT 
OF THE LAB'S HUGE PICTURE WIN- 
DOW TOWARD THE NEW YORK SKY- 


THE CAMERA 15 Ӯ? 6000/ I'LL SE' 

IN PLACE, THE MACHINE 

SANDERS! FOR INJECTION 
A 


PROFESSOR HUXTON PULLS A SWITCH 
TO THE POSITION MARKED "INJECT": 
SUDDENLY, THE LABORATORY IS 
FILLED WITH FLASHING LIGHTS AND 
A CRACKLING DIN. 


LOOK, DOCTOR | IT'S GROWING 
SANDERS’ THE HAZY. T'S 
CAMERA... / DISAPPEARING! 


YES! WHEN THE ZWO 
MINUTES PASSED, 
THE CAMERA REAP- 


IN TIME.TO WHICH THE 
CAMERA HAD BEEN 
INJECTED...WAS 
REACHED! 


MEANWHILE , IN THE NEW YORK HEAD- 
QUARTERS OF THE U.N.,THE REPORT- 


ERS ARE ONCE AGAIN RUSHING TO THE 
WAITING PHONE BOOTHS... 





YEAH’ WE 

CALLED 
THEIR 

BLUFFS, 
THEY 


THREATENED 
IMMEDIATE 


USE IT 
NOWI т 
š> MEANS 
RISKING 
ATOMIG 
WARI 


WITH THE MACHINE SET FOR FIVE HOURS, THE LEVER 
15 PULLED TO THE ЧМЈЕСТ' POSITION! SOON, THE 
FILM-LOADED CAMERA GROWS HAZY.. THEN DISAPPEARS. 


MEANWHILE, BACK ACROSS THE 
HUDSON 


IT'S AFTERNOON 
NOW’ SET THE 
INJECTION TIME 
TO FIVE HOURS! 
IT WILL BE 
NIGHT BY THEN... 





YES! AND IT IS 

SET TO TAKE 

A ONE MINUTE 
TIME EXPOSURE. 


6000" HERE 


RIGHT! FIVE... 
HOURS’ 
THERE! 
IS THE 
FILM 


"Л 


то THE RETURN РО5\Т!1ОМ!11ТТСЕ BY LITTLE, THE 
CAMERA APPEARS ОМСЕ AGAIN ON THE FIELD-BO ARD... 





GIVE IT ENOUGH TIME ТО IF THE P/CTURE 
TAKE THE PICTURE BEFORE SHOWS THE NEW 


YOU PUSH THE SWITCH TO YORK SKYLINE LIT 
"RETURN". UP AT NIGHT, WE 
WILL HAVE SUGGEEDED 
IN TAKING А PICTURE 


Ве оғ THE FUTURE! f 


Тне EXPOSED NEGATIVE IS QUICKLY DEVELOPED АМО 
А PRINT IS МАСЕ“ THE TWO SCIENTISTS STUDY IT... 
SEE! THE L/GHTS. THE MILLIONS 


AND OUTSIDE 
OF LIGHTS! NEW YORK... 47 NIGHT “, 


тв 87/44 
DAYLIGHT! 


WHAT'S 7#AT...ON THE 
PICTURE? FINE, 
GLISTENING LINES” 


IT'S ВАСК7 00 YOU REALIZE 


HURRY” LET'S 
WHAT THIS WEANS, HUXTON? 


DEVELOP THE 


PICTURE! 
THE FUTURE AND PULL IT 


BACK TO THE PRESENT. 
AT WILLI и 





ВАЙ DROPS ОҒ 
FALLING RAINT IT'S 


GOING TO #4/W 
IT LOOKS ШКЕ. 


Ат THAT MOMENT...IN THE U.N'S РВЕЗЗ- КООМ 
HIGH UP OVER NEW УОВК'5 LATE AFTERNOON 


SKY - LINE... 


HOW MANY MORE MINUTES 
TILL THE RECESS 
1$ OVER? 


'EM ON THE DEAD- 

LINE THEY GAVE 
US, WE'LL 
RETALIATE! 
THAT'S WHAT! 


RETALIATION 
WILL po AFTER 
THEY'VE 
DESTROYED 
OUR CITIES! 


THE ULTIMATUM 
STANDS I THEY'VE 
GIVEN US UNTIL 
DECEMBER IOTH 
AT NOON! 


PRESSES! 
GET READY FOR 
A REMAKE! 


HURT’ THAT 
MEANS RAINS, 


TALK IS THAT? 


YOU SOUND 
LIKE ONE 


OR ELSES 
I STILL 
THINK THEY 
WOULDN'T 
DARE! 


HOW SHOULD Т 
KNOW? AM I А 


POLITIGIAN? 


OUT,YOU GUYS! 
C'MON’ THEY'RE 
FILING ім” 


THEY'LL WAVE TO, Қ THEY'D ВЕ 
NOW! THEY WOULDN'T | СПА2У 7 
DARE RISK AN THE U.S. 
ATOMIC ҒАР” HAS 700 
MANY H- 


THINK OF WHAT 
THIS CAN MEAN, 
SANDERS” WE 


ALL WE HAVE 
TO DO IS 
МАЈЕСТ' THE 
CAMERA INTO 


OVER NEW YORK 
CITY ACCURATELY WE WANT TO 
FORECAST, 
AND TAKE А 
PICTURE 7. 


ÅND so, WHEN THE NEWSPAPERS HIT THE STREETS, 
THEY CARRY SCREAMING HEADLINES... 
7 


ALLIANCE DELIVERS 
ULTIMATUM У THREATENS 





IT IS THE OPINION OF YOUR NEWS 


BOY, THAT THE THREAT BY THE 
EASTERN ALLIANCE TO DROP THE 
Н-ВОМВ ОМ DECEMBER IOTH АТ 
NOON IS ANOTHER PHONY...” 
WHY, WITH OUR STOCKPILE OF 
BOMBS, WE COULD 


Аз DUSK FELL OVER THE U.N. BUILDING AND WHY? WHAT'S 
NIGHT CREPT OVER THE PALISADES... HAPPENING ON 
LOOK, HUXTON” IT'S OH,DEARfI НОРЕ WÜ | ТНЕПОТН? 
STARTING TO RAIN... IT DOESN'T RAIN 

JUST AS THE P/CTURE ON THE IOTH? 


ОН, YES” WELL! WE THAT'S RIGHT! HURRY I 
COULD F/ND OUT LOAD THE CAMERA I'LL 
EASILY ENOUGH” SET THE TIME! 


ИТНЕУО ВЕ У I SAY... DON'T 


FOOLS 7 АМ H- | GIVE IN” ТНЕУЋЕ 
BOMB WAR BLUFFING ” 
COULD WIPE 

047 CNIL; 

IZATION 7 2 





DON'T YOU REMEMBER? THE 
8/6 САМЕ 15 ON THE IOTH! 
THE UNIVERSITY PLAYS ITS 
ARCH RIVAL, STATE COLLEGE, 
ON THAT DAY” ANDI МАТЕ 
WATCHING FOOTBALL IN THE 
RAIN” 


9 


K wi) ; 


у, 


IF_IT'S FAIR OVER THE 

CITY, IT WILL PROBABLY| 

BE FAIR AT THE 274- 
DIUM ALSO! 











THE САМЕВА 1$ 
SET, SANDERS” 


NOW WE'LL SEE WHAT 
IT WILL BE LIKE ON 
THE IOTH АТ 12:30 7 


AFTER А РЕМ МОМЕМТ5 
ТНАТ'5 TIME 


LET'S DEVELOP ы ЕНЕ ЭЗЕНӘ ЕЕ 
THE PICTURE”, сыс NOT YET / АН: NOW, 
ЗЕЕ ANYTHING, IT'S COMING? IT... т... 
SANDERS? CAN 


you ? 

















ТНЕ POND SHIMMERED IN THE MORNING SUNLIGHT’ то 
MICHAEL RUSSEL,THE YOUNG CHEMIST, IT LOOKEDLIKE 
ANY OTHER OF THE HUNDREDS OF PONDS THAT DOTTED 
THE MASSACHUSETTS SEACOAST. BUT THERE WAS SOME- 
THING DIFFERENT ABOUT THIS PARTICULAR POND.. 
SOMETHING AR/GHTENING. .. 
THERE SHE 15, MR. RUSSEL! )YOU'D BETTER TELL МЕ 
ВЕ CAREFULÍ DON'T 60 TOO ) ALL YOU CAN ABOUT IT, MR. 
NEAR IT! DORSEY? START AT THE 
= BEGINNING 














THE WEATHER- BEATEN FARMER THAT STOOD AT MIKE'S 
SIDE MUSED FOR A МОМЕНТ, LIFTED HIS STRAW НАТ, 
SCRATCHED HIS GREYING HEAD, AND THEN BEGAN... 


USED ТО ВЕ A PRETTY 6000 WATERIN' ДЕ 010 You 
HOLE BACK WHEN I FUST BOUGHT TRY STOCKING 
THE PLACE f HAD SOME МЕ FISH IT AGAIN? 
IN IT, TOO f 'BOUT TWO YEARS 
AGO, THE FISHIN' TAPERED ОРА 
THOUGH’ COULDN'T CATCH А 
CAT-FISH, EVEN! THEY ALL 
SEEMED TO HAVE VP 
AND DIED OFF! 





















YEP! 'TWAREN'T 
NO USE THOUGHÍ 
FISH JUST 

WOULDN'T LIVE 
ІМІТ” THEN... 
"ВОТ А YEAR 
А60, ТНЕ ҒІН5Т 
BAD THING 
HAPPENED’ 








'HAD А DOG BACK THEN’ BEST 
BIRD-DOG I EVER OWNED! 
CALLED HIM "BUDDY"! ONE 
DAY, BUDDY TOOK A NOTION 
ТО ТАКЕ A SWIM IN THE POND! 
AS I RECALL, IT WAS A 
MIGHTY HOT DAY..." 


HEY, THERE, BUDDY’ 

WHERE YOU GOIN’, 

BOY? он! GOIN' то 

TAKE A LITTLE 
DIP, EH? 





—— ——— 
[ BUDOY LOPED OFF DOWN THE 
PATH AND SCAMPERED RIGHT 
PLUMB INTO THE POND’ ALL ОР 
A SUDDEN, THE POOR DOG 
STARTED A'HOWLIN' AND A' 
BAYIN' LIKE HE WAS IN PAIN 
BUDDY! У//////// YIP! 
ТАРТА 




















"ТНЕ YIPING 006 STARTED А PADDLIN' 
BACK TO 5НОНЕ А5 FAST А5 HIS LITTLE 
PAWS WOULD CARRY HIM! HE KEPT A' 








'Buppy DIED SOON AFTER THAT! Г COULDN'T 


CURSED РОКО..." 








LIKE IT...LIKE IT'S BEEN EATEN 






OF RED-HOT CHARCOAL! 


PEELED OFF ! 
TER ОҒ SECONDS! 
AFTER ТНАТ...' 





IT'S LIKE А POOL OF BOILIN' WATER 


Консу IT AIN'T 5ТЕАМІМ” WELL, 
THIS BARBED WIRE FENCE'LL 
KEEP THE COWS AWAY! 


BARKIN' AND A' WHININ' ALL THE МАУ f 
WHEN HE FINALLY REACHED THE SHORE 
AND DRAGGED HISSELF OUT OF THE 

















BUDDY! 6000 GRAVY! THE POOR 
CRITTER'S FLESH'S ALL BURNED. 


"Тт WAS LIKE STICKIN' MY HAND INTO A BED 
I YANKED IT OUT 
QUICK AS I COULD! IT WAS ALL RAW AND 
BLOODY, LIKE THE ТОР LAYER OF SKIND BEEN 
AND IT'D HAPPENED IN A MAT- 


POND f 


THERE ” 


UNDERSTAND IT...WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM! I 
FIGURED THERE WAS SOMETHIN' WRONG WITH THE 
SO I DECIDED TO FIND OUT! ONE DAY, 

AFTER THE CHORES WERE DONE, 
I KNELT DOWN AND STUCK MY HAND IN 
THE BROWNISH MURKY POND WATER...’ 





I AMBLED DOWN 








22277 у 14116 





"Т FIGURED МА 
HAD ОРЕМЕО UP АМО FILLED THE РОМО WITH 
THEM MINERAL WATERS г READ ABOUT! 
ТНЕМ, 'BOUT SIX MONTHS AGO, ONE OF MY 
PRIZE HEIFERS KNOCKED DOWN THE FENCE 
АМО АМВЬЕО INTO THE POND ТО ТАКЕ А 
DRINK! т WAS WORKIN'IN THE SOUTH FIELD 
WHEN I HEARD HER BELLOW’ 
WHAT WAS LEFT OF НЕР..." 


УВЕ SOME UNDERGROUND SPRING 





I FOUND HER.. 





LEAPIN' TOAD STOOLS! 
MEATS BEEN CLEANED 





THE 
FROM HER 
FORELEGS AND SNOOT! 










“Әне? PROBABLY STEPPED DOWN 
INTO THE STUFF AND STUCK HER 
SNOOT INTO IT TO DRINK’ SHE WAS 
LAYIN' ALONGSIDE THE POOL... 
КІСКІМ' AND BELLOWIN'/ AFTER А 
WHILE SHE DIED” THAT NIGHT I 
REPAIRED THE FENGE AND RE- 

ENFORGED IT...” 


` THEN, YESTERDAY; THE WORST WHEN I GOT TO HIM, ALL THAT 
THING HAPPENED! ТО HIREDAN |М/А5 LEFT WAS ONE НАМО CLAWIN' 
EXTRA HAND TO HELP WITHTHE | АТ THE POND EDGE’ DOWN WHERE 
POTATO HARVEST, АМО I GUESS | THE WATER LAPPED AT IT, I COULD 
HE TOOK A NOTION TO GO FOR SEE THE WHITE BONE DISSOLVING f 
А SWIMfI HAD FORGOTTEN ТО AFTER 1 GOT OVER 

WARN HIM.” ВЕІМ SICK, І PHONED 













WHEW’ 
THAT'S 
А SOME 

STORY, 














IT'S 7ЯИҒ, MR. RUSSEL’, 
EVERY WORD! vou 
|| СОИМТУ Boys 

ВЕТТЕ 00 ЅОМЕ- 
THIN’ ABOUT THIS” 


I'LL TAKE A SAMPLE 
BACK TO THE 248, МЕ. 
DORSEY” YOU SIT TIGHT 
















| MIKE RUSSEL, OF THE COUNTY HEALTH BOARD'S CHEM- 
IGAL LABORATORY, WENT TO HIS STATION WAGON AND 
STUFF I'LL САЦ. YOU TOOK OUT A LARGE GLASS BEAKER ABOUT FIFTEEN 

IN THE MORNING” INGHES DEEP АМО TWELVE INCHES IN DIAMETER!THEN 
> НЕ WITHDREW А PORCELAIN LADLE” НЕ CARRIED THE 
BEAKER AND THE LADLE TO THE POND-EDGI 


ВЕ CAREFUL, MR. RUSSEL’ ЈУ DON'T WORRY,MR. DORSEY'| 
IF ONE ОВОР GETS AFTER WHAT YOU TOLD 
ON YOUR HAND ME.. I'LL BE EXTRA 

Е CAREFUL! 



































L ATER THAT DAY, MIKE SLIPPED CAUTIOUSLY THROUGH THE 
DOOR TO THE HEALTH BOARD'S LABORATORY HOLDING THE 

GLASS BEAKER IN HIS OUTSTRETCHED RUBBER- GLOVED 

НАМОБГООМАСО FORTE, MIKE'S LAB ASSISTANT, TURNED 
FROM THE ROWS OF TEST-TUBES AS HE ENTERED... 

HI, MIKE! WHAT YOU GOT _, THAT'S RIGHT’ AND WAIT 
THERE? SOME OF OLD MAN )/ TILL YOU HEAR THE 
DORSEY'S POND WATER? FANTASTIC STORY HE 
TOLD ме” 


AFTER MIKE HAD RELATED FARMER DORSEY'S 
STORY TO DON,THEY BOTH EYED THE GLASS 
BEAKER THOUGHT FULLY ... 












THINK MAYBE SOME HARDLY LIKELY, DON! 
FREAK CHEMICAL CHANGE “ GET МЕ A HUNK OF 
тоок PLACE, MIKE, AND MEAT FROM THE 
THE WATER IN THE POND À REFRIGERATOR! I 
TURNED TO ACID? WANT TO TRY 
SOMETHING! 




















THE MEAT WAS BROUGHT’ MIKE DROPPED IT GIN- А DROP OF THE POND-WATER WAS PLAGED ON A SLIDE АМО 
GERLY INTO THE GLASS BEAKER AVOIDING SPLASH-| | MIKE STUDIED IT FOR A FEW MOMENTS UNDER A POWERFUL 
ING? THE MEAT SUNK INTO THE MURKY LIQUID AND| | MICROSCOPE <] 
IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO DECOMPOSE... ANY SIGN OF AW/WAL J DON! THERE'S NO ANIMAL 
LOOK АТ IT,MIKEf THE ) МО” IT'S МОТ BURNING ПЕЕ, MIKE? ANY LIFE /W THE DROP OF WATER 
MEAT'S 0/5504//М67 / UP, DON! IT'S BEING AMOEBAE OR > THE WHOLE DROP 15 
IT'S BURNING UP! 7 ASSIMILATED ... DIGESTED: РАЯАМЕС/А? 4 BEHAVING LIKE АМ 
SEE f THERE'S NO REACTION Ñ АМОЕВА/ 
PRODUCTSÍ GET МЕ А 2 == 
MICROSCOPE SLIDE, DON” 4 





































Мик 5ТАВЕО AT THE GLASS МЕ CAN TEST IT TO (ном ABoUT | |Оом RUSHED TO THE CLOSET WHERE 
BEAKER CONTAINING THE MURKY SEE IF IT'S GIVING USING MY НЕ КЕРТ HIS HAM-RADIO EQUIPMENT 
POND-WATER... OFF ANY ELECTRICAL] HAM-RADIO | | AND RETURNED WITH А VOLT- 
CURRENT! CRIPES’ / EQUIPMENT?| | AMMETER AND TWO LENGTHS ОР 
Е (222. I WISH МЕ HAD Т НАМЕ А WIRE” THE WIRES WERE CONNECTED 
ром“ IT'S ALIVE та. ARE YoU SOME DECENT VOLT- TO THE POLES OF THE METER AND 
A MASS OF LIVING SURE? EQUIPMENT ІН; AMMETER! PLUNGED INTO THE BEAKER. 
| PROTOPLASMIC махр LOOK! THE STUFF )( BUT THERE'S 
SUBSTANCE! 15 EATING OFF </” CURRENT COMING 
THE INSULATION! / FROM IT! SEE! 
FAINT...BUT IT'S 
k THERE! Е 




















































[D ON HURRIED ТО HIS CLOSET AND RETURNED WITH 
AN AMPLIFIER AND SPEAKER. 

MAYBE МЕ GAN TURN THAT )// WHAT 6000 WILL 
VARYING CURRENT INTO «аЙ 747 ОО? WHAT WE 
Раирвиғ Souno? т | меко 15 an 

MIGHT BE INTERESTING OSCILLOSCOPE 





THE CURRENT /9W' STEADY? Д 
Міт KEEPS CHANGING! т 

SEEMS ALMOST LIKE А S/6#AL” 
HEY” I GOT AN IDEA” 5 



































DON HOOKED THE AMPLIFIER AND| 
SPEAKER UNIT TO THE POLES OF| 
THE VOLT- АММЕТЕВ/ 45 НЕ MADE| 
THE FINAL CONNECTION, THE | 
SPEAKER BLASTED... 


FOR стим OUT 


1000, TURN DOWN 
THE VOLUME” 





НЕУГ 

ди, 

You 4 
KIDDIN' 
AROUND, 















МО,МІКЕЎ PLEASE YOU GUYS 7 
HONESTLY...) YOU'VE 607 A LIVE 
MIKE ON THAT AMPLI- 
FIER АМО IT'S 84457; 
0 ING MY AUDITORY 
CELLS 7 








ITS THE 5 оғ course 1 W он" А 
STUFF, 2 TALK? NOW. SURE? 
DON! IT 2 ЛЕ VOLUME, Ç THERE! 

ЈЕ YOU DON'T 











Ётнат'з 


BETTER” { 


WHERE DID 
уоџ СОМЕ 
FROM? ном 
DID YOU LEARN 
ENGLISH? 








I'M NOT SURE HOW I STARTED 
ALL I KNOW 15 ТМ А NEW LIFE- 
FORM... РАВ MORE INTELLIGENT 
THAN YOURS” I LEARNED TO 
TALK BY ABSORBING THE 
MEMORY PATTERN OF THE 
HUMAN THAT UNFORTUNATELY 
CAME IN CONTACT WITH ME f 
WHAT YOU HAVE HERE IS 
JUST A SMALL PART OF МЕХ 
THE REST IS IN THE PO0L f 










WHEN THIS PORTION OF ME IS 4 
RETURNED ТО THE POOL, EVERY- 
THING '1' HAVE LEARNED WILL 

BECOME PART OF THE KNOW- 
LEDGE OF THE WHOLE” I CAN 
HELP YOU... I САМ HELP THE 
WHOLE HUMAN RAGE.. IF YOU'LL 
LET МЕ’ 











І САМ SOLVE PROBLEMS THAT 
HAVE BAFFLED YOUR INADEQUATE’ 
MINDS FOR GENERATIONS” ALL I 


NEED IS THE INFORMATION... 
THE EDUCATION” TELL ME ABOUT, 
THE WORLD” I ALREADY KNOW 
HOW IT FEELS FROM THE 

POINT OF VIEW ОҒ А DOG...HOW 
IT SMELLS FROM A COW'S...WHAT 
IT LOOKS LIKE FROM THE EYES 
OF A RATHER IGNORANT FARM- 


WHAT I NEED IS TECHNICAL 
KNOWLEDGE... YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE UNIVERSE ... WHAT 
HAPPENED? YOU CUT OFF 
THE MIKE” I 

ром“ 


САМТ HEAR 
You? THING 15 
де DANGEROUS” 


а 












ВЕА 
BOON то 
MANKIND” 






ABOUT SOME 
MORE OF THAT 
MEAT You 

GAVE ME 

BEFORE / 

















ного IT, DON! I HOW? мнат'з| | МІКЕ OPENED A CABINET AND MIKE POURED ALMOST THE ENTIRE 











HAVE AN IDEA’ I YOUR PLAN, BROUGHT OUT A QUART BOTTLE CONTENTS OF THE BOTTLE OF GIN 
STILL FEEL THIS OF CLEAR LIQUID.. | У INTO THE BEAKER.. 

THIS THING IS LYING THEY SAY WHEN YOU'RE SHAY! WHAT'SH THAT STUFF? 
то US. „АМО I M ч DRUNK, YOUR DEFENSES) WOW! УА-НОО! CONQUER THE 





4 
GOING ТО FIND OUT! АВЕ DOWN...S0. А WHOLE РЕАМЕТ, ТНАЗН WHAT ГМ 
GONNA DO f 



















ONCE ...BILLIONS ОҒ YEARS AGO, 
MY PLANETS LIFE FORM WAS SIMI- 
LAR TO YOURS. . HUMANOID... WITH 
BRAINS f THEN... AS SCIENCE 
PROGRESSED... EVOLUTIONARY 
CHANGE TOOK PLACE. WITH MORE 


SENT THISH PART DOWN IN À 
SPACE CAPSULEf THASH WHAT 
FORMED THE POND... WHEN THE 
CAPSULE HIT f ТООК YEARS FOR 
THE CAPSULE TO OXIDIZE AND 
LET ME OUT f I GREW FAST IN 
WATER! ATE FISH IT'S MY JOB 
TO FIND OUT ALL ABOUT YOUR 
PLANET’ THEN...WHEN THE REST 
OF МЕ COMES...THE WHOLE ОҒ 
ME WILL KNOW WHAT THIS 
PART'S LEARNED! 


LISHEN! I'LL TELL YOU GUYS A LIL 
SECRET! THE 4287 OF МЕ AIN'T IN 
THE POND AT ALL f THAS JUST A 
4/47 BIT ОЕ МЕ! THAS THE FOR- 
WARD SCOUTING OBSERVER 
MOSHT OF ME'S BACK ТНЕЙЕ..\ 
ом му OWN PLANETI GONNA 
INVADE THISH ONE 
PRETTY SHOON... D'YA HEAR 
THAT, MIKE P 
















OUR ANCIENT LIFE FORM BEGAN TO 
LOSE THE USE ОР ITS ARMS... LEGS... 
BODIES” IN TIME... ONLY THE MINDS JJ 
EXISTED...FUSED INTO ОЋЕ...ОМЕ 4 








GIGANTIC MIND COMMANDING 
THE MACHINES Г 


z 









AN' I'M SO...TIRED. C'MON, DON WE'VE 
THINK.. I'LL. / GOT TO DESTROY. 

WHAT'S IN THAT 
y PooL f 






Вот ТНЕ REST OF ME HAS GROWN 
HUGE. ..ТОО НИБЕ... ТОО МАМУ I 
MACHINES...NOT ENOUGH FOOD. UH... 
NOT ENOUGH MATERIALS! SO 
WE'RE GOING TO INVADE 7#/S 
PLANET’ THE MACHINES WILL 
COME AND THE REST OF ME WILL 
KNOW WHAT TO DO, BECAUSE THE 
REST OF ME WILL KNOW WHAT I 
KNOW... АМТ... НИС... 
IT'S PASSING OUT, 
MIKE f TURN ON THE 





МИКЕ TALK ТО IT! 




























LITTLE BY LITTLE THE CON- 
TENTS OF THE POOL WAS 
BURNED AWAY UNTIL NOTHING 
REMAINED. 

THAT TAKES MIKE / 00 
CARE ОР 7А/5 ) YOU BELIEVE 


[рова IT! WE'LL 
LPOUR oiL ON IT 
AND SET THE 
(OIL ОМ FIRE! 


6000 y SOON, FARMER DORSEY'S 
IDEA’ LETS | | POND WAS COVERED WITH А 
во! | MASS ОҒ BURNING оп." BLACK, 
| BILLOWING SMOKE POURED 
UP WARD 
AFTER WE FINISH 74/5, E] 
WE'LL GO BACK AND DESTROY WHAT THE 
THE 9457 OF IT IN 2 STUFF SAID... 
BEAKER’ A ABOUT THE 
Ў > INVASION ? 













































(т оомт кмом, poN! но! нот 
| ANYWAY, IT WON'T ВЕ AFTER WE 7 
ABLE TO HELP THE DESTROY THE ] МЕАММНИ Е, THE STUFF IN THE САВ САМЕ ТО, А5 
INVASION... IF IT DOES LITTLE BIT THE EFFECT OF THE GIN WORE ОРЕ / IT LISTENED 
THAT'S БЕРГІ ІМТЕМТІҮ/ THE MIKE HAD BEEN LEFT ОМ... 

таан ав ТНЕҮ 2/2 SOMETHING ТО МА. RUSSEL! ITS 
ME! Г MUST HAVE 74//X£0/) МЕ... ТНЕ CLEAN- 
I'VE GOT TO GET AWAY! ОН, ] /W6 24277 OKAY 
ОН! SOMEONE IS COMING’ IF Т СОМЕ IN AND 

CLEAN 2 


и 









































THE MURKY THING IN THE GLASS ВЕАКЕН THE DUPED WOMAN LIFTED THE BEAKER CON- 
RESPONDED.. TAINING THE OUTER SPACE LIFE FORM AND 

SURE f ITS ОКАҮ? СС ves, бін! oF СОЦНЗЕ, Я EMPTIED IT INTO THE SINK... 
AND ЕМРТУ THAT SIR! т..н'ммм! NO Д [МНЕМ7 SMELLS LIKE THOSE 
STUFF IN THE BOYS HAVE BEEN TRYING TO 


BEAKER DOWN MIX UP SOME MOONSHINE f 
THE DRAIN? 

























ВЕ IN THE BACK! он! 
THERE'S THE STUFF’ 






2 


- АМО WHAT А Ж/СА IT'S GOING TO HAVE! THE 
SEWERAGE SYSTEM EMPTIES INTO THE OCEAN, 
YOU KNOW! AND THE OCEAN'S AN AWFULLY 
8/6 PONDI -THE END- 














